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WHY ASSESS STUDENTS?

Instructional 
Planning

Standards 
Mastery

Enrichments

Interventions



STATE ASSESSMENTS
AssessmentPurpose Content/Domain Dates for Administration

GKIDS
Georgia Kindergarten Inventory 
of Developing Skills Aligned to 
GELDs (Georgia Early Learning 
and Development Standards)

To assess kindergarten 
students for first-grade 
readiness

Academic – ELA, Math
Non-Academic - Approaches
to Learning, Personal & Social 
Development)

8/4/25 – 9/15/25

ACCESS for ELLs
Assessing Comprehension 
and Communication in 
English State-to-State for 
English Language 
Learners

English language 
proficiency in grades K- 
12

Listening
Speaking
Reading
Writing

1/12/26 – 2/25/26

GMAS EOG
Georgia Milestones 
Assessment System End of 
Grade

End of Grade
To measure student 
achievement relative to 
the knowledge and skills 
set forth in the GSE -
Georgia Standards of 
Excellence

Grades 3-8
ELA, Mathematics

Grade 5
Science

4/27/26 – 5/13/26
ELA & Math
Gr 3 & 5 – 4/27/26 - 5/1/26 
Gr 4 – 5/4/26 – 5/8/26
Science
Grade 5 – 
5/4/26



NATIONAL/LOCAL/DISTRICT ASSESSMENTS
AssessmentPurpose      Content/Domain                                       Testers                                                  Dates

NWEA MAP
Assessments
Northwest 
Evaluation 
Association 
Measures of 
Academic 
Progress

The purpose of MAP Growth is to 
determine what the student knows 
and how they are growing 
academically. MAP Growth is 
designed to measure student 
achievement in the moment and growth 
over time.

MAP Growth Grades K-5
Reading and Mathematics

Fall 2025
8/18/25 – 8/29-25

Winter 2025
12/1/25 – 12/12/25
Fluency: 3/18 – 3/22

AMIRA 8/25/25 – 9/5/25
12/8/25 – 12/19/25
3/23/26 – 4/3/26

NAEP (National
Assessment of
Educational
Progress)

*Common measure of student 
achievement across the country in 
mathematics, reading, science, and 
many other subjects.
* NAEP assessment is the same in 
every state, providing educators, 
policymakers,
and parents with a common measure 
of student achievement that allows for 
direct comparisons among states and 
participating urban districts.

4th grade – Reading OR Math
*No individual results are 
shared

NAEP Overview

TBD – Feb or 
March

All students K-3State of Georgia approved universal 
screener



NATIONAL/LOCAL/DISTRICT ASSESSMENTS
AssessmentPurpose      Content/Domain                                       Testers                                                  Dates

APS 
Benchmarks

The purpose of district benchmarks is 
to track progression of standards 
mastery in a pre and post test format

All students October and March



 A FEW GENERAL POINTS

- Online testing takes place with 
touchscreen Chromebooks (NAEP 
brings own devices)

-No mice are used
-Headsets for appropriate assessments
-Accommodations provided based only on IEP, 
504,TPC



TESTING ACCOMMODATIONS DICTIONARY

IEP (Individualized Education Plan)

• The Individualized Educational Plan (IEP) is a plan or program developed to ensure 
that a child who has a disability identified under the law and is attending an elementary 
or secondary

classroom and testing accommodations.

504 (Section 504)

• The 504 Plan is a plan developed to ensure that a child who has a disability identified 
under the law and is attending an elementary or secondary educational institution 
receives

accommodation
s

that will ensure their academic success and access to the 
learningenvironment. Can include classroom and testing 

accommodations.

TPC (EL students – Test Participation Committee)
• Ensures that students who are English Language 

Learners have
equal access to 
testing

vi
aaccommodations similar to accommodations in an IEP or a 

504.



GKIDS - Kindergarten
GKIDS 2.0 is a progression-based formative assessment, 
integrated into classroom work, that is aligned to the state content 
standards.
•WHEN: Year Long Assessment!
•TYPE: Performance Based (teacher assessed)
•WHAT: Performance based that provides teachers state-wide 
one source of real-time information to adjust instruction.

Georgia Department of Education GKIDS 
Website



GKIDS - K



GKIDS - K



ACCESS FOR ELs 

Measures English language proficiency in grades K-12

•WHEN: 1/12/26 – 2/25/26
•TYPE: Online (grades 1-5) Listening, Reading, Speaking 
(Headphones/mics) Online (grades 4& 5 Writing)

Paper (grades 1-3 Writing)
Paper (Kinder)

•WHAT: Measures proficiency through Reading, Listening, Speaking and 
Writing. Indicator for proficiency to move into a “monitored” status

Georgia Department of Education ACCESS Website



NWEA MAP (K-5)
Growth – Reading and Math 
WHEN: 2** times per year   
TYPE: Online adaptive
•WHAT: Provides teachers with accurate, actionable evidence to help 
inform instructional strategies regardless of how far students are above or 
below grade level.

UPCOMING:

MAP Growth (K-5): 
(Reading and Math)

8/18/25 - 8/29/25
12/1/25 - 12/12/25

NWEA MAP Resources



NWEA MAP
Growth – Reading and Math

•Grades K-1 – Read aloud with headphones
•Grades 2-5 – No read aloud unless there are accommodations (IEP, 504, TPC)

What is Map Growth?

RIT Rasch UnIT (100-350) Equal Interval 
Math: 
https://www.khanacademy.org/math/mappers 
Reading: iXL RIT score connection 

http://www.khanacademy.org/math/mappers


AMIRA (K-3)

WHEN: 3 times per year   
TYPE: Online adaptive
HOW:  Headphones  
w/microphone
WHAT:  Enables schools to identify students at risk for Dyslexia or reading 
difficulties and provide early, targeted support.

UPCOMING:
12/8/25 – 12/19/25
3/23/26 – 4/3/26

State-approved universal screener for K-3.  It is an Ai powered screener that 
uses advanced psychometrics to analyze real-time reading behaviors 
(errors, miscues, fluency, etc.) 



 NAEP (THE NATION’S REPORT CARD)

•WHEN: TBD Feb or March – 4th GRADE ONLY! (Grades 4, 8, 12)
•TYPE: Online
•WHAT: Reading OR Math
• Provides states with a benchmark to target important efforts that raise the bar 

for student achievement and ensure that students have equal opportunities 
to succeed.

• Congressionally mandated program that is overseen and administered by
the National Center for Education Statistics (NCES), within the U.S. 
Department of Education and the Institute of Education Sciences.

https://www.nationsreportcard.
gov/

http://www.nationsreportcard.gov/
http://www.nationsreportcard.gov/


 NAEP (THE NATION’S REPORT CARD)
https://www.nationsreportcard.
gov/

READING 
(LOCATE/RECALL)

MATH (DATA 
ANALYSIS)

http://www.nationsreportcard.gov/
http://www.nationsreportcard.gov/


GEORGIA MILESTONES (GMAS) 3-5
•WHEN: 4/27/26 – 5/13/26
•TYPE: Online
•WHAT: The Georgia Milestones Assessment System is a comprehensive 
assessment program that span all three levels of the state's educational 
system – elementary, middle, and high school.The system is designed to 
send signals indicating students' preparedness for the next grade level.

Georgia Department of Education GMAS 

Website Practice the technology: Georgia 

Experience Online



GEORGIA MILESTONES 
(GMAS)



GEORGIA MILESTONES – 2025 SCHEDULE
This schedule is posted on the MES Website 

MES Website 🡪Academics 🡪Assessment Information



 WHAT TYPES OF QUESTIONS?
• Technology-Enhanced:

• ELA - evidence-based selected-response, drag-and-drop, 
and drop- down. Multimodal texts!!!

• Math - graphing, drag-and-drop, drop-down, and keypad 
input.

• Science - multiple-part selected-response, multiple-select, 
drag-and drop, and drop-down.

• Field Test Items: ELA(6), Math(5), Sci(4)
• 1-point selected-response, 1-point technology-enhanced, 
and 2-point technology-enhanced items.





 WHAT DOES THIS LOOK LIKE?

Math

Sci



ELA







Shift in ELA for all grades

8 point, 3 trait rubric
● Purpose and Organization (3 points)
● Evidence and Elaboration (3 points) 
● Language Use and Conventions (2 points)

Opinion and expository techniques
3rd and 5th: Extended Response 
4th: Peer Review



FAMILIES
Write Score is a TOOL for 

instructional focus!!!!! 



Family Resources

● Georgia Department of Education GMAS Information
● Georgia Department of Education GKIDS
● Practice the technology: Georgia Experience Online

● NAEP (The Nation’s Report Card

● NWEA MAP

● Write Score

https://lor2.gadoe.org/gadoe/file/65da261d-7393-457b-bd7e-b7721b2f15cf/1/GM_Parent_Resources.pdf
https://lor2.gadoe.org/gadoe/file/65da261d-7393-457b-bd7e-b7721b2f15cf/1/GM_Parent_Resources.pdf
https://www.gaexperienceonline.com/
https://nces.ed.gov/nationsreportcard/
https://www.nwea.org/
https://www.writescore.com/

